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About 50 kids enjoyed
exploring the “Interactive Soil
Tunnel” set up by Poweshiek
County Conservation
Naturalist Amy Andrews
Durbin & her summer helper.
Kids also got “hands-on” with
earthworms learning more
about their habits & different
activities to do with them
involving flashlights. Thanks
again to Amy for bringing this
fun program to the library!

CUPPA BOOK CLUB
PURCHASES BOOK BIN
Members of the Cuppa Book Club generously donated funds so that the
library could purchase another beautiful wooden book bin, built by the
very talented Bill Schultz of Montezuma. Because of our supportive
community, our library keeps getting better & better! Pictured from left
to right are book club members Terri McDonald, Shirley Becker, Sandra
Mennen, Jody Horbach & Terry Gaskill and Library Director Christine
Grimm. 

KIDS DIG
WORMS!
KIDS DIG
WORMS!

Kids enjoyed making colorful sand creations on the evening of August
1st, thanks to Friends Of The Montezuma Public Library. This was
during a fun, free summer event held on the courthouse square.
Pictured above is Montezuma Public Library Board of Trustee Heather
Schmidt and her two children (left to right) Ryder & Harper. 
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Over 100 kids enjoyed the silly
antics of Alabama Max & the
infamous “Book Dragon” last
month. This is one of the many
programs the Friends Of The
MPL funds for the youth of our
community. SEE THE LIGHT

EDUCATION ROCKS!

If you’re doing some
downsizing...consider
donating your unwanted
books, DVDs, craft
supplies, toys, games &
puzzles to the library! We
will gladly give you a
donation receipt for taxes.
We greatly appreciate your
support!

DONATIONS
WANTED

Because of “See The Light Education,” the library has had several fun kid
programs aimed at 3-7 year olds. Kelsey Sheets Schechinger is the
driving force behind this educational asset to our community. She’s also
held summer story times at the library for all ages. Schechinger is a
Montezuma native and has invested her time into providing many
opportunities for local kids to develop their creativity through learning
day camps. We’re very thankful for Kelsey’s creativity & talents.

Emmerich Schechinger spends time coloring a
picture of a dragon while sporting a cool homemade
dragon headband during a summer story time
session. 



POWESHIEK COUNTY AWARDS LIBRARY GRANT FUNDS
Through grant funding the library received from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), the library
was able to purchase an early literacy digital computer station for children ages 2-8 years old. This
is a fun learning device that is preloaded with lots of educational games & activities. Thank you, to
Poweshiek County Supervisors (left to right) Jeff Tindle, Diana Dawley & Jason Roudabush for
supporting our library with these grant funds. The library was awarded $3500 in order to purchase
this wonderful asset for the community. Pictured above right is Elena Johnston, daughter of Erik &
Emily, who is checking outone of many educational games on the new AWE digital early literacy
computer designed for children her age. The computer comes with a special color-coded keyboard,
mouse & headphones. 
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Photos, Left to Right, Clockwise:
#1)Grady & Hayes Dengler listen as
Poweshiek County Conservation
Naturalist Amy Andrews-Durbin talks
about the interactive soil tunnel.
#2)Families had a blast swimming at
the Montezuma Country Club pool at
the end of July for our “End of Summer
Pizza & Pool Party.” #3)We enjoyed
meeting Lisa Santiago, who wrote an
informative book about & Alzheimer’s
and Dementia. Her book focuses on
how caretakers can take good care of
themselves when caring for others.
#4)Kids got educated on the lives of
reptiles during a fun hands-on
program. The “Cold-Blooded Redhead”
brought snakes, a huge tortoise &
cockroaches. 

SNAPSHOTS OF
LIBRARY LIFE
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Resources
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We Couldn’t Survive
Without Our Friends!

Did you know that because of the Friends
Of The Montezuma Public Library, we are
able to bring cool programs like the Iowa
State University Insect Zoo to the
community? As you can see from the
above photo, kids love getting to see
nature up close! Because of this group, the
library & community have benefited in SO
many ways! Here are just a few more
examples:

New Wireless HP Printer
Mobile Book Display Shelf
Wooden Book Bins
Sensory Table
Summer Reading Program Prizes &
Supplies
Books, Books & Books!
Contest Prizes
Library Adventure Passes

And how do they accomplish this? By
having book sales (consisting of donated
books & discarded library books) & other
fundraisers. Plus--did you know you can
donate to the FOTMPL at ANYTIME? That’s
right! Donating to the FOTMPL is the BEST
way for donations to help fund our
programs, prizes, supplies & books. 

Friends Of The
Montezuma
Public Library
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The library is an important part of our community
and patrons want to ensure it continues to be so
for generations to come. For anyone wishing to
support the library, here are valuable ways to do
so: 

WAYS TO
SUPPORT THE
LIBRARY

Friends of the Montezuma Public Library: FOTMPL is
a 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization directed by a volunteer
board and supported by the community through
fundraisers and sales of donated books. FOTMPL
supports costs that might fall outside of the annual
budget of the library such as programming and
community outreach.

Book Donations: The library accepts book donations
anytime throughout the year. We can accept your good,
used children’s books, young adult and adult books.
They may be paperback or hardcover. We also accept
games, puzzles and DVDs. Cookbooks are good also.
Just ask us for a donation receipt if you need one. 

What We Don’t Accept: VHS tapes, old encyclopedias,
old magazines, college textbooks 

Volunteer: Sometimes it’s nice to have extra hands on
deck during some of our different programs. If you’re
interested in helping out--call the library at 623-3417 or
email Christine at: montepl@montezumaiowa.org for
more information on volunteering. 
Amazon Wish List: The library has a wish list on
Amazon where anyone can choose to make a purchase
and then it’ll ship directly to the library. This is a great
way to help support the library. 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/l
s/2SHS2PUR45SLD?ref_=wl_share

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2SHS2PUR45SLD?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2SHS2PUR45SLD?ref_=wl_share
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SEND A DONATION TODAY!
Pay safely & easily by scanning either of

the QR Codes below!

Or Use:
paypal.me/Friendsofthe MPL

*Donating to Friends is the best way to make sure the library
benefits...which in turn the community (AKA--YOU!) also benefit!

LOCAL LIONS CLUB SUPPORTS
FRIENDS OF THE MPL

Montezuma Lions Club’s most recent donation to a
community cause is a $500 gift to the Friends Of
The Montezuma Public Library, in support of the
library’s extensive programming for youth. Pictured
are, from left, Christine Grimm, Library Director,
Emily Johnston, Treasurer and Vice-President of
the Friends; Montezuma Lions Officers Boyd
Sparks, President, and Michael Princer, Treasurer.
Photo Credit: Roger Allen
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